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SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS WITH MRS. KATHARINE GRAHAM, 

AND MINISTERS 

1. AT " WORKING" STAG LUNCHEON WHICH I HOSTED 
MARCH 28 FOR KATHARINE GRAHAM, PUBLISHER OF 
THE WASHINGTON POST, SPIRITED DISCUSSION TOOK 

PLACE AMONG FOUR LABOR PARLIAMENTATIANS, TWO LIBERAL 
EX- MINISTERS, AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO CHINA STEPHEN 
FITZGERALD, AND ACADEMICS. 

2. I INVITED MRS. GRAHAM TO INITIATE DISCUSSION. 

SHE RESPONDED BY INVITING MINISTER OF LABOR CYLDE 
CAMERON TO DISCUSS FUTURE OF AUSTRALIAN- AMERICAN 
RELATIONS IN VIEW OF HIS " RECENT SPEECH". HE 

REPLIED THAT HE HAD MADE ONLY ONE SPEECH OF SIGNIFICANCE 
( REFERRING TO " MANIACS" IN THE WHITE HOUSE) AND HE 
ASSUMED THAT WAS THE SPEECH SHE WAS REFERRING TO. 

IN DEFENSE HE SAID THAT AUSTRALIANS AND AMERICANS 
WERE SUCH CLOSE FRIENDS THAT THEY COULD SPEAK 
FRANKLY AND FORTHRIGHTLY TO EACH OTHER, WHICH WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE BETWEEN PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT FRIENDLY. 
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HE EXPLAINED THAT HE CUSTOMARILY SPOKE BLUNTLY AND 

HAD FELT FREE TO SAY EXACTLY HOW HE FELT, AND THIS 

SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD BY FRIENDS. SENATOR WILLESSEE, MINISTER 

ASSISTINGFOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER, INTERRUPTED TO SAY 

THAT HE HAD TOLD CLYDE CAMERON THAT HE SHOULD NOT 

HAVE MADE THE OFFENSIVE STATEMENT AND THAT CAMERON 

UNDERSTANDS HIS FEELINGS ABOUT IT. CAMERON EXPLAINED: 

" I AM AN OLD SHEEPSHEARER, NOT A DIPLOMAT, AND IT WAS 
NOT UNNATURAL THAT I SHOULD MAKE UNDIPLOMATIC REMARKS.” 

HE ENDED LONG DISSERTATION ON FRANKNESS AND FRIENDSHIP 
BY SAYING IT WAS UNLIKELY HE WOULD MAKE ANOTHER SUCH 
" DIPLOMATIC SPEECH." 

3. WE MENTIONED THIS INCIDENT TO MICK SHANN, ACTING 
SECRETARY DFA TODAY. HE WAS PLEASED WITH CAMERON' S 
INDICATION THAT HE WOULD NOT REPEAT THE OFFENSE. 

SHANN ADDED THAT HE WAS " CERTAIN" THAT CAMERON WOULD 
NOT REPEAT IT. NEW GOA WAS SETTLING DOWN WITH BETTER 
DISCIPLINE AND ORDER FOLLOWING INITIAL PERIOD. SHANN 

ALSO COMMENTED THAT, ALTHOUGH CAMERON WAS A SHEEPSHEARER, 
HE IS ONE OF THE SHREWDEST MEMBERS OF THE CABINET. 

4. DURING THE LUNCHEON DISCUSSIONS, PROFESSOR BRUCE 
MILLER, ANU, STATED HIS VIEW THAT THE OLD LIBERAL 
GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN REACHING FOR AN INDEPENDENT ROLE 
FOR AUSTRALIA, EVEN BEFORE LABOR TOOK OVER. HE 

FELT THIS WAS BECAUSE OF THE WEAKENING OF TIES WITH UK, 
AUSTRALIA' S GROWING ECONOMIC STRENGTH, NEW AND STRONGER 
RELATIONS WITH ASIA AND ESPECIALLY JAPAN. 

5. PROFESSOR TOM MILLAR, ANU, WAS CRITICAL OF OUR 
ACTION IN PUSHING OUR FRIENDS INTO VOTING AGAINST 
CHINA' S ADMISSION TO UN UNDER OUR FORMULA, AT THE 

SAME TIME THAT WE " WERE SECRETLY PLANNING RAPPROCHEMENT 
WITH CHINA." HE IGNORED TIME INTERVAL BETWEEN CHINA 
VOTE AND KISSINGER VISIT TO PEKING. WE POINTED OUT 
PRESIDENT NIXON OUTLINED HIS CHINA RAPPROCHEMENT OBJECTIVE 
TWO YEARS EARLIER, AND ALSO SENSITIVITY OF INITIAL 
APPROACH TO PEKING AND THE PRACTICAL IMPOSSIBILITY OF 
CONSULTING OUR FRIENDS IN ADVANCE ON EITHER THIS 
ISSUE OR ON THE IMPOSITON OF THE SURCHARGE AUGUST 15, 

1971. 
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6. ALTHOUGH PARLIAMENTARIANS DISAGREED ON GOVERNMENT' S 
CONDUCT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BOTH SIDES MANIFESTED 
FRIENDSHIP AND ADMIRATION FOR AMERICA AND THEIR 
ADHERENCE TO OUR ALLIANCE. 

RICE 
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